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A Glimpse into the World of Victorian Scholarship

Notes and Queries, Number 184, May 1853, is a fascinating glimpse into
the world of Victorian scholarship. This weekly publication was a forum for
experts and enthusiasts to share their knowledge and insights on a wide
range of topics, including literature, art, history, genealogy, and more.

The journal was founded in 1849 by William John Thoms, a librarian at the
British Museum. Thoms was a passionate believer in the importance of
collaboration and the sharing of knowledge. He saw Notes and Queries as
a way to connect scholars and researchers from all over the world, and to
provide a platform for them to share their discoveries and insights.
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Notes and Queries quickly became a popular publication, and it soon
attracted a wide range of contributors, including some of the most eminent
scholars of the day. The journal's pages are filled with fascinating articles
on a wide range of topics, from the etymology of words to the history of
ancient civilizations.

One of the most interesting features of Notes and Queries is its "Queries"
section. This section allowed readers to submit questions on any topic they
were interested in, and other readers were then invited to respond. The
Queries section is a treasure trove of information, and it provides a unique
insight into the interests and preoccupations of Victorian scholars.

Notes and Queries is a valuable resource for anyone interested in Victorian
scholarship. It is a fascinating glimpse into the world of learning and
discovery, and it provides a unique insight into the minds of some of the
greatest scholars of the age.
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The literature section of Notes and Queries is filled with fascinating articles
on a wide range of topics, including the works of Shakespeare, Chaucer,
and other great writers.

One of the most interesting articles in this section is a discussion of the
authorship of the play "Titus Andronicus." The author of the article argues
that the play was not written by Shakespeare, but by another playwright,
such as Thomas Kyd.

Another interesting article in this section is a discussion of the meaning of
the word "grotesque." The author of the article argues that the word
"grotesque" does not simply mean "ugly" or "misshapen," but that it has a
more specific meaning that is related to the art of the Renaissance.

Art

The art section of Notes and Queries is filled with fascinating articles on a
wide range of topics, including painting, sculpture, and architecture.

One of the most interesting articles in this section is a discussion of the
Elgin Marbles. The author of the article argues that the marbles were not
stolen from Greece, but that they were legally acquired by the British
government.

Another interesting article in this section is a discussion of the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood. The author of the article argues that the Pre-
Raphaelites were not simply a group of painters, but that they were also a
social and political movement.

History



The history section of Notes and Queries is filled with fascinating articles on
a wide range of topics, including British history, European history, and world
history.

One of the most interesting articles in this section is a discussion of the
Battle of Waterloo. The author of the article argues that the battle was not
won by the British, but by the Prussians.

Another interesting article in this section is a discussion of the American
Civil War. The author of the article argues that the war was not simply a
conflict between the North and the South, but that it was also a conflict
between two different ways of life.

Genealogy

The genealogy section of Notes and Queries is filled with fascinating
articles on a wide range of topics, including family history, heraldry, and
genealogy.

One of the most interesting articles in this section is a discussion of the
origins of the surname "Smith." The author of the article argues that the
surname "Smith" is one of the most common surnames in the world, and
that it has a long and complex history.

Another interesting article in this section is a discussion of the family history
of George Washington. The author of the article argues that George
Washington was descended from a long line of English aristocrats.

Antiquities



The antiquities section of Notes and Queries is filled with fascinating
articles on a wide range of topics, including archaeology, numismatics, and
heraldry.

One of the most interesting articles in this section is a discussion of the
discovery of the Rosetta Stone. The author of the article argues that the
Rosetta Stone was one of the most important archaeological discoveries of
all time, and that it played a key role in the decipherment of Egyptian
hieroglyphics.

Another interesting article in this section is a discussion of the history of the
British monarchy. The author of the article argues that the British monarchy
is one of the oldest and most enduring institutions in the world.

Queries

The Queries section of Notes and Queries is a fascinating glimpse into the
interests and preoccupations of Victorian scholars.

One of the most interesting queries in this section is a question about the
origins of the phrase "rule of thumb." The author of the query asks whether
the phrase is derived from the practice of using a thumb to measure the
width of a nail.

Another interesting query in this section is a question about the meaning of
the word "flibbertigibbet." The author of the query asks whether the word
"flibbertigibbet" is a synonym for "fool" or "idiot."

Notes and Queries is a valuable resource for anyone interested in Victorian
scholarship. It is a fascinating glimpse into the world of learning and



discovery, and it provides a unique insight into the minds of some of the
greatest scholars of the age.
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