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The seeds of our modern justice systems were sown in the fertile soils of
ancient civilizations. In Mesopotamia, the Code of Hammurabi, dating back
to the 18th century BCE, established a principle of "an eye for an eye"
retribution, while in ancient Greece, the concept of "hubris" (excessive
pride) informed notions of crime and punishment.
Medieval Era: Divine Intervention and Harsh Penalties
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During the Middle Ages, Christian doctrine heavily influenced legal
frameworks. Crimes were often seen as offenses against God, warranting
harsh punishments such as public executions, torture, and bodily
mutilation. The Church played a significant role in administering justice,
often imposing penance and excommunication as forms of punishment.
Enlightenment and Revolution: Reason and Reform
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The Enlightenment era witnessed a profound shift in perspectives on crime
and punishment. Philosophers such as Cesare Beccaria and John Locke
emphasized the importance of reason and the protection of individual
rights. Their ideas inspired legal reforms that aimed to reduce arbitrary
punishments and promote more humane treatment of offenders.
19th Century: Scientific Theories and Social Justice
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The 19th century saw the rise of scientific approaches to crime and
punishment. Criminologists such as Cesare Lombroso and Enrico Ferri
argued that criminal behavior was influenced by biological and social
factors. This led to the development of new rehabilitation-oriented penal
systems that sought to address the root causes of crime, such as poverty
and lack of education.
20th and 21st Centuries: Mass Incarceration and Restorative Justice
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The 20th and 21st centuries have brought both challenges and progress in
the realm of crime and punishment. While mass incarceration has become
a significant issue, particularly in the United States, there has also been a
growing movement toward restorative justice practices that focus on
repairing harm and empowering victims.

<>

Throughout history, societal attitudes toward crime and punishment have
been shaped by a complex interplay of cultural, religious, and philosophical
influences. By delving into the historical evolution of these concepts, we
gain invaluable insights into the human condition and the ongoing quest for
justice and redemption.
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