
Artists, Celebrities, Activists, Educators, and
Other Icons in the Sunshine State
Florida is a state with a rich history and culture, and it has produced a long
list of influential people in a variety of fields. From artists and celebrities to
activists and educators, Floridians have made their mark on the world in a
big way.
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This article takes a look at some of the most notable artists, celebrities,
activists, educators, and other icons from the Sunshine State. These
individuals have all made significant contributions to their respective fields,
and their stories are sure to inspire and inform.

Artists

Florida has been home to a number of talented artists over the years.
Some of the most famous include:
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Salvador Dalí: One of the most famous and influential artists of the
20th century, Dalí was known for his surrealist paintings, such as "The
Persistence of Memory." Dalí lived in Florida from 1942 until his death
in 1989.

Georgia O'Keeffe: Another famous artist who called Florida home was
Georgia O'Keeffe. O'Keeffe was known for her paintings of flowers,
landscapes, and other natural subjects. She lived in Florida from 1918
until her death in 1986.

James Rosenquist: A pop artist known for his large-scale paintings
and collages, Rosenquist was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota, but
lived in Florida for much of his life. He died in 2017.

Robert Rauschenberg: A contemporary artist known for his use of
found objects and mixed media, Rauschenberg was born in Port
Arthur, Texas, but lived in Florida for many years. He died in 2008.

Celebrities

Florida has also been home to a number of famous celebrities. Some of the
most well-known include:

Walt Disney: The founder of The Walt Disney Company, Disney was
born in Chicago, Illinois, but moved to Florida in 1923. He lived in
Florida until his death in 1966.

Burt Reynolds: A popular actor known for his roles in films such as
"Smokey and the Bandit" and "Boogie Nights," Reynolds was born in
Lansing, Michigan, but lived in Florida for many years. He died in
2018.



Jimmy Buffett: A singer-songwriter known for his laid-back, tropical-
themed music, Buffett was born in Pascagoula, Mississippi, but has
lived in Florida for most of his life.

Tom Cruise: A popular actor known for his roles in films such as "Top
Gun" and "Mission: Impossible," Cruise was born in Syracuse, New
York, but has lived in Florida for many years.

Activists

Florida has also been home to a number of influential activists. Some of the
most well-known include:

Marjory Stoneman Douglas: A conservationist and environmentalist,
Douglas was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, but moved to Florida in
1915. She lived in Florida until her death in 1998.

Harry T. Moore: A civil rights activist, Moore was born in Micanopy,
Florida, in 1905. He lived in Florida until his death in 1951.

Rosa Parks: A civil rights activist, Parks was born in Tuskegee,
Alabama, in 1913. She lived in Florida from 1957 until her death in
2005.

Cesar Chavez: A labor activist, Chavez was born in Yuma, Arizona, in
1927. He lived in Florida from 1972 until his death in 1993.

Educators

Florida has also been home to a number of influential educators. Some of
the most well-known include:



Mary McLeod Bethune: An educator and civil rights activist, Bethune
was born in Mayesville, South Carolina, in 1875. She lived in Florida
from 1885 until her death in 1955.

Dillard University: A historically black university located in New
Orleans, Louisiana, Dillard University was founded in 1869 by the
American Missionary Association. The university has a long history of
educating African Americans, and it has produced a number of notable
alumni, including civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University: A historically black
university located in Tallahassee, Florida, Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University was founded in 1887. The university has a long
history of educating African Americans, and it has produced a number
of notable alumni, including civil rights leader Andrew Young.

Other Icons

In addition to the artists, celebrities, activists, and educators listed above,
Florida has also been home to a number of other icons. These individuals
have all made significant contributions to the state in a variety of ways.

Henry Flagler: A railroad magnate and developer, Flagler was born in
Hopewell, New York, in 1830. He lived in Florida from 1883 until his
death in 1913.

Julia Tuttle: A pioneer and environmentalist, Tuttle was born in
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1849. She lived in Florida from 1870 until her death
in 1898.

Marlin Perkins: A zoologist and television personality, Perkins was
born in Carthage, Missouri, in 1905. He lived in Florida from 1954 until



his death in 1986.

These are just a few of the many notable artists, celebrities, activists,
educators, and other icons who have called Florida home. These
individuals have all made significant contributions to the state and to the
world, and their stories are sure to inspire and inform.
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Wisconsin Clinic Pilots Mobile Crisis Response
System For Consumers With Mental Health
Conditions
MADISON, Wis. - A new mobile crisis response system is being piloted in
Wisconsin to help consumers with mental health conditions. The system,
which is being led by...
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Unleash Your Creativity: A Masterclass in
Fabulous Nail Decorating Ideas
Embellish Your Fingertips with Captivating Designs and Techniques Get
ready to elevate your nail art game to new heights with "Fabulous Nail
Decorating Ideas," a...
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