
About Face: Reflections on Reading The
Anthem
In Ayn Rand's classic novel, The Anthem, the protagonist, Equality 7-2521,
lives in a dystopian society where individualism is forbidden and
collectivism is the law. Equality 7-2521 is an independent thinker who
refuses to conform to the dictates of society. He discovers a forbidden
book, which teaches him about the importance of individual freedom and
the value of human life. Equality 7-2521's journey of self-discovery is
inspiring and thought-provoking, and it raises important questions about the
nature of human nature and the role of government in society.
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The Anthem is a powerful indictment of collectivism and a passionate
defense of individualism. Rand argues that collectivism is a system that
destroys individual freedom and creativity. She believes that the only way
to create a better world is to embrace individualism and let each person
pursue their own happiness.
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Rand's ideas are controversial, but they are also thought-provoking. The
Anthem is a challenging novel that will force you to question your own
beliefs about the nature of human nature and the role of government in
society. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in philosophy,
politics, or literature.

In this essay, I will explore some of the themes and ideas presented in The
Anthem. I will discuss Rand's views on individualism and collectivism, and I
will examine the novel's critique of government power. I will also discuss
the novel's relevance to contemporary society.

Individualism vs. Collectivism

One of the central themes of The Anthem is the conflict between
individualism and collectivism. Rand argues that individualism is the only
way to create a free and prosperous society. She believes that collectivism
is a system that destroys individual freedom and creativity. Collectivism is a
political and economic system that emphasizes the importance of the
community over the individual. In a collectivist society, the needs of the
group are prioritized over the needs of the individual.

Rand argues that collectivism is a system that is inherently unjust. She
believes that collectivism gives the state too much power over the
individual. In a collectivist society, the state can dictate what people can
say, what they can do, and what they can own. Rand believes that this is a
violation of individual rights.

In The Anthem, Rand presents a powerful critique of collectivism. She
shows how collectivism can lead to tyranny and oppression. The novel's
protagonist, Equality 7-2521, lives in a collectivist society where



individualism is forbidden. Equality 7-2521 is an independent thinker who
refuses to conform to the dictates of society. He discovers a forbidden
book, which teaches him about the importance of individual freedom and
the value of human life. Equality 7-2521's journey of self-discovery is
inspiring and thought-provoking, and it raises important questions about the
nature of human nature and the role of government in society.

The Critique of Government Power

Another important theme in The Anthem is the critique of government
power. Rand argues that government power is a threat to individual
freedom. She believes that the government should be limited in its scope
and power. Rand believes that the government should only be responsible
for protecting individual rights and providing for the common defense.

In The Anthem, Rand presents a powerful critique of government power.
She shows how government power can be used to oppress and control the
people. The novel's protagonist, Equality 7-2521, lives in a society where
the government has absolute power. The government controls every aspect
of people's lives, from what they can say to what they can do. Equality 7-
2521 is a victim of government oppression. He is imprisoned and tortured
for his independent thinking. Equality 7-2521's story is a powerful reminder
of the dangers of government power.

The Relevance of The Anthem to Contemporary Society

The Anthem is a novel that was written over 70 years ago, but its message
is still relevant today. The novel's critique of collectivism and government
power is particularly relevant in light of the rise of socialism and
authoritarianism around the world. The Anthem is a warning against the



dangers of collectivism and a reminder of the importance of individual
freedom.

The Anthem is a challenging novel, but it is also a rewarding one. The
novel's thought-provoking ideas will stay with you long after you finish
reading it. The Anthem is a must-read for anyone who is interested in
philosophy, politics, or literature.
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Wisconsin Clinic Pilots Mobile Crisis Response
System For Consumers With Mental Health
Conditions
MADISON, Wis. - A new mobile crisis response system is being piloted in
Wisconsin to help consumers with mental health conditions. The system,
which is being led by...
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